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forbidden to open, under pain of death, until October i2th.
On the following day, they were to imprison the Templars,
seize the goods of the Order, making an inventory of the
possessions of the brethren and holding everything on which
they could lay their hands at the disposal of the king.
The sealed instructions to the seneschals were in the form
of a strange letter, which reads as if it had been drawn up by
a man labouring under an obsession. People on whom he
placed credence, said Philip, had reported to him a thing so
terrible, deplorable, monstrous, and abominable, a thing so
absolutely inhuman and so wholly disgusting that he had
been shaken by a violent horror. It was something quite
bestial, worse even than bestial 5 it related to God and our
salvation 5 and it had been almost impossible for the king to
believe that any persons should be so depraved as to engage
in the atrocious crimes which were the subject of the com-
plaint. The charges, Philip went on, showed that the
Templars were wolves in sheep's clothing, men who insulted
religion, crucified Christ a second time, a crucifixion more
awful than that borne by the Saviour on the cross. When a
brother entered the Order, he had to spit on the crucifix and
deny Christ three times 5 then the new member had to take
off his secular clothing and, naked, exchange obscene kisses
with the Templar by whom he was received into the Order,
" in accordance with the scandalous practice of their Order,
first at the base of the spine, then on the navel, and lastly on
the mouth ". The Templars had also to agree to unnatural
relations with other members and, instead of worshipping
God, they worshipped an idol.
Such unheard of infamy, proceeded Philip, had aroused
his suspicion, and he had thought that the accusers were
perhaps actuated by greed or jealousy rather than by zeal for
the holy faith j but the weight of the evidence led him to the
strong presumption that the charges were well founded. He
had consulted the Pope, the clergy, the barons and the head